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Glove knitting workshop with Angharad Thomas 

Knitting & Crochet Guild Unconvention 2020 

 

Hello, I’m Angharad Thomas and I’m the tutor for this workshop. The aim is to get 

you knitting gloves with fingers, perhaps a pair, perhaps just one, maybe mittens or 

fingerless gloves, but something along those lines. Gloves are fascinating to knit and 

can be as simple or as complicated as you like. They are an item of clothing that can 

be functional or decorative or symbolic, or all of these things. 

This workshop is also an opportunity to find some of the resources that are freely 

available on the internet about knitting gloves. You can then decide what you are 

going to knit and make a start.  

 

Today I’ll talk you through this worksheet with time to ask questions. You will be able 

to contact me via the KCG Facebook group if you have any further queries once 

you’re knitting.  You can tag me in your post. You can also post pictures of your work 

as you progress. Note, I’m going on holiday the last two weeks of September though 

where the signal is awful! 

This presentation is divided into four sections: 

1. Background  

2. Materials  

3.  Patterns 

4. Knitting 

Do have a read through beforehand, and if you want to start putting together some 

yarns and needles then you can bring these to the Zoom events. 
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SECTION 1:  Background 

A bit about me: I am a trained knitwear designer and I’ve been studying, researching 

and knitting gloves since about 2011. I’d knitted plenty of plain gloves but none 

patterned until then. I started with Sanquhar gloves (highly patterned) and then 

moved on to those in the Yorkshire patterns, quite similar.  

Here’s some links to be having a browse around: 

1. The small town of Sanquhar in southern Scotland is famous for its patterned 

knitted gloves. This online exhibition about Sanquhar gloves from the Center for Knit 

and Crochet in the USA tells you more. I was co-curator with Beth Brown-Reinsel.  

https://centerforknitandcrochet.org/exhibitions/ 

 

2. Knitting & Crochet Guild web site. Under News you should find the Collection in 

100 objects project, funded by the Heritage Fund. Item 94 is a pair of Sanquhar 

gloves from the Collection.  

https://kcguild.org.uk/news/94 

You can have this pattern free – send to the collections email: 

collections@kcguild.org.uk  

NOTE: if you knit as instructed, with 2 ply yarn and (UK ) size 16 needles, these 

gloves come out very small. Use a heavier wool and thicker needles. 

 

3. My Pinterest page. A rather random collection of what I knit and what I find glove-

wise: 

https://www.pinterest.co.uk/angharadtphd/ 

 

5. My blog: When I started knitting gloves I was keen to document the process which 

I did here. Have a dig through and you’ll find a lot of information. I rarely add to it now 

but I do post on Instagram @angharadt 

https://knittinggloves.wordpress.com/ 

 

 

 



4pm Wednesday 9th September 2020 NCV01 

4pm Monday 14th September 2020 NCV71 

 

3 

SECTION 2:  Materials  and tools  

Yarns 
Any fibre or yarn can be used for glove knitting. I mostly use wool, but at the moment 

am knitting with silk. I have knitted a pair in alpaca which have been very good too, 

warm and hard wearing. Cotton would work for fine dress gloves and was used for 

formal crochet gloves in the 1950s. I very much hope you will find suitable yarn in 

your stash, in useable amounts. Small quantities will make hand warmers if not full 

gloves. Sock wool is ideal, being hard wearing and warm. 

At this stage think hard about what sort of glove you want to knit. Fluffy and warm, 

smooth and patterned? Look at what you have and let that guide you.  

As a guide, a pair of wool gloves in 3 ply weighs about 50 grms, knitted in 2 colours. 

 

Tools - needles 

I strongly encourage you to knit these gloves in the round so you will need double 

pointed needles (DPNs) and / or circulars. You will have ideas of your own 

preferences and you will also have needles, I think.  

I would encourage you NOT to buy expensive needles specially for this project if you 

are not sure you will use them again so try to manage with what you have. On the 

other hand, good needles are a pleasure to use …  

(COVID 19 update: At the time of writing the online shops seem to be working 

normally so if you did want to buy needles you could. Usually I’d say borrow them or 

find them in a charity shop). 

 

Methods 
So the choices are: 

1. Double pointeds in 4s or 5s. I prefer to knit with a set of 4s so that the knitting 

is in a triangle which is stable. In Estonia and Latvia they knit with sets of 5, 

which I find awkward. 

Very Pink Knits You Tube video here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XqkIdJ3WSzA 
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2. Two circulars – I use 24 inch/60 cms most often, but the length of the cable or 

cord is not crucial. The longer the needle overall, the longer the rigid part, and 

that is better for the hands in my experience. 

Knit Picks video here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eXFvCuYkWQQ 

3. One long circular for magic loop method.  

Very Pink Knits video here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1mqIqRdJc68 

4. Or there are various short flexible needles sold in sets of 3, very expensive 

and I don’t like them. You might. 

Very Pink Knits video here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sJyrcuYhEpI 

 

 

Other things 

You will need making up needles, scissors, lengths of strong smooth yarn for 

markers and stitch holders, and or markers and stitch holders if you like using them (I 

don’t generally). Being mean, I mostly make my own from scrap yarn. Use a 

contrasting colour for your scrap yarn, it makes life easier when retrieving stitches. 
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SECTION 3.  Patterns  

Just a word: Before you start knitting: if you have not knitted gloves before I suggest 

that you go for a plain pair in say 4 ply or DK. You are welcome to start with a 

patterned pair but be prepared for slow progress.  

 

Sourcing a pattern for your gloves  
There are loads of patterns out there both in real life and online. 

Printed ones: 

If you have a copy of Woolcraft, the book that was produced by Patons & Baldwins 

from the 1920s to the early 2000s, then you will have patterns for gloves for all the 

family. These are a great place to start. The older editions use fine wool, often 3 ply 

but the more recent editions then move up to 4 ply (but perhaps not double knitting). 

The Knitters Handy Book of Patterns, Ann Budd, has basic garments in several 

gauges including a glove pattern. This is a great book, if you have it, use it. 

Ravelry:  

If you are not signed up to Ravelry then do so now. It is perhaps the largest resource 

for knitters and makers of all kinds in the world. There are at least 100 free glove 

patterns on Ravelry so you can take your pick.  

https://www.ravelry.com 

Search patterns using advanced search: Accessories/hands/gloves. Add any other 

terms such as ‘free’ or yarns type as you wish. 

 

Patterned gloves: 

1. Sanquhar glove Duke pattern: 

The KCG can provide the Patons & Baldwins pattern for Sanquhar gloves in the 

Duke pattern free to anyone. I re-iterate: if knitted as specified, using 2 ply wool and 

fine needles this glove will come out very small, no more than large child size. Using 

3 or 4 ply yarn and corresponding needles increases the size to adult and large adult 

(approximately). 

Send a request to the Collections team email: collections@kcguild.org.uk 
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2. A Sanquhar glove in Midge and Flea design 

The pattern was written for Rowan Fine Tweed, now discontinued but will work for 

most 4 plies, especially tweedy ones. 

Rowan pattern: link 

https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/sanquhar-gloves-5 

(This is my design) 

 

3. Diagrams for Duke pattern Sanquhar glove: 

https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/sanquhar-gloves- 

 

4. Herringbone gloves. Diagram and instructions in Japanese 

https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/herringbone-gloves- 

This pattern works for 4ply yarn and has a very nice thumb construction. Don't be 

alarmed by the page of Japanese characters, scroll down and diagrams appear 

which are quite comprehensible. 

 

KNIT A SAMPLE (I doubt very much if anyone will do this bit!) 

Cast on with your intended yarns/s on about 36 stitches and knit a little of the 

planned rib and any patterns. Have a look at what you think. 

NOTE: I have been totally certain about the colours I’ve chosen and then once I’ve 

knitted a few rounds with them, I've changed my mind. Yarns don’t always knit up as 

expected. 

Cast ons …. These are stretchy and suitable for gloves. The lower edge of a glove 

gets a lot of wear so the more elastic it is the better. There are lots on YouTube: here 

are a couple you may like and find useful 
German twisted cast on – Very Pink Knits 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UcwmCuIylII 

Planet purl Two Color (sic) Long Tail Cast On 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2eeqFDqJJvQ  
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SECTION 4:  Knitting the gloves:  video help  

If this is your first pair of gloves you might want to watch the first video all the way 

through to see how they are constructed. It lasts about 45 minutes. 

 

1. The first, Very Pink Knits has been around for a long while, and is one of my 

favourites for clear, well produced ‘how to’ videos. Staci’s programme on knitting 

gloves is excellent and tells you all you need to know. She uses double pointed 

needles for knitting her gloves. It is divided up into sections. 

Very Pink Knits. Learn to knit gloves, YouTube. Parts 1 – 9 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L6ODA0nfIIE 

 

2. This is another one, slightly different:  

Knitting House Square. This video shows how to use the magic loop technique with a 

long circular needle.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C-2Cv17UNFw 

The knitting is done with a variegated yarn which I think is a distraction but if you 

want to try using the magic loop method it could be useful. There is a breakdown of 

the programme to let you see at what time in the programme each stage is dealt 

with.  

 

Full disclosure: I ran this workshop for the On-line Guild of Weavers, Spinners and 

Dyers in May this year (although in a different format, same content). Here are some 

results:  

http://www.onlineguildwsd.org.uk/gloves2020.html 

 

Then all you have to do is sew in the ends, lightly steam (the gloves, not you!) and 

put a picture on KCG Facebook page! 

 

Angharad Thomas 

31 August 2020 

 


