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KCG
convention

Lindy Zubairy shares her
memories of the 40th
Anniversary Convention
weekend.
Planning for a KCG Convention begins
a whole year ahead, even as the last
participants await transport home from
the previous one. So the initial ideas for
this, our Ruby Anniversary Big Meetup,
began to coalesce at the Birmingham Ibis
last year. And now, after all the research
and collation, admin and persuasion,
booking and allocations, organising
and preparation, not to mention the
countdown and anticipation, the day had
arrived! An extremely hot day, as it turned
out, when knitters and crocheters from
all compass points were on the move,
gravitating to a central spot in the heart of
England, with the sole intent of indulging
our love of yarn-based crafts.
The Radcliffe Conference Centre, attached
to Warwick University, was an absolute
triumph as a venue. Airy and roomy
with lots of natural light in chic public
spaces, and the bedrooms were nice too. I
stopped stressing about being cooped up
in the gorgeous weather.
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The official check in would be on the Friday
afternoon, but a few of us arrived a day
early, some to attend the Brandon Mably
talk and workshop which, by all accounts,
were as stimulating and inspiring as one
would hope from a ‘technicolour textile
artist’ described as a ‘rock star of knitting’.
The rest of us settled in quietly on arrival
night and, the following morning, taxied
out to a country farmstead where Emma
Price has based her business, In the
WoolShed. There we climbed up to her
alchemist’s attic where home-grown
fleeces, wooden spinning wheels and
weaving looms were dotted among the
dye buckets and jars of dried woad and
cochineal, and cakes of indigo. Here,
half enveloped by coloured skeins drying
decoratively, Emma (who spoke at last
year’s convention) explained what we
were looking at.
Having satisfied our retail habits, a stalwart
band of us set off on foot across the
ripening cornfields, in search of the fabled
Kenilworth Castle. Sure enough, it loomed
like a mirage as we reached the brow of a
modest hillock.
Mediterranean temperatures and
azure skies, combined with the deeply
picturesque environs of the medieval ruins
and Tudor allegorical gardens, and, of
course, the excellent company, made for a
magical afternoon.
The convention ‘proper’ began later
as we collected our name badges and
anniversary brooches and attached them
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to pre-crocheted lanyards (see Susannah
Matthews’ pattern in SK159). As always, it
was exciting to meet up with old friends
and fellow branch members as numbers
swelled in the bar/foyer.
Once assembled in our conference room,
Tricia Basham formally welcomed us
all and ran through the plans. Things
were buzzing: the raffle prizes, the ‘Yarn
Amnesty’ and the ‘Show and tell’ tables
were quickly filling up. Collection for this
year’s 200 Club was well underway, and
two lots of raffle tickets were on sale, one
with a single prize, a knitted scarf designed
and donated by the colourwork super
talent and Guild Patron, Kaffe Fassett. A
gorgeous silk yarn was also available to
buy, dyed by Anne Scahill of Willow Knits
in a ruby hue to mark our anniversary
and complemented by one knitting and
one crochet pattern. Also, in the corner, a
sparkly box was filling up with photos of
members, taken in the year of the Guild’s
inception. A ‘Who’s who?’ quiz would
later ensue!
After a delicious, Moroccan-themed buffet
dinner in the dining room, we reconvened
to hear knitwear designer and Guild
patron, Sasha Kagan, as she plotted out the
story of her rise to eminence and showed
us samples of some of her most popular
patterns. I know of at least one branch that
signed her up to run a workshop next year
and several of us ordered a signed copy of
Sasha’s crochet inspiration book.
Somewhat worn out by our countryside

trekking, the tropical heat (and perhaps
the shots of flavoured gin we sampled in
the castle gift shop earlier) a consensus
ensured a modestly early night!

Janet Collins kept us all in check with the
strict microphone rule. Meanwhile, nimble
fingers worked cables and crossed stitches
in fine threads and fibres all around.

Bright-eyed and ready for action on
Saturday morning, our appreciation of just
how much the Board had done to prepare
an extra special event to mark our 40th
anniversary continued to grow. After a
leisurely and sociable breakfast in the airconditioned dining room, we returned to
our conference room to be treated to a
talk by one of the Guild’s founding
members, the internationally-renowned
crochet teacher and designer, Pauline
Turner. (I was interested to meet her as I
have done Level 1 of her Distance Learning
Diploma). Pauline filled us in on her own
yarn-crafting story and its highlights, as
well as telling us a little bit about how the
Guild magazine, Slipknot, was born.

Some of us followed the buffet lunch
with a little lie down, but not for long. We
didn’t want to miss the great unravelling of
Gladys Jeskins’ Sampler! This turned out to
be a true piece of audience participation.
Tricia Basham handed one end, straight off
a garden hose reel, to the front row. Then,
gently and steadily we handed the samples
from one person to the next, all around
the room, until 70 odd delegates had hold
of it and still the reel held more! These
small knitting samples were all worked by a
single person, whose family donated them
after her death, along with all her notes
and pattern books. The Sampler, subject
of the Guild’s 40th Anniversary project, is
a 55 metre continuous piece of knitting in
shades of pink acrylic that has now been
painstakingly documented and cleaned.
It is serving as inspiration and foundation
for a new and dynamic wave of sampler
knitting. Many of the newly-worked
samples were on display, larger, clearer,
woollier and creamier. The sheer quantity
of the original samples prompted awe and
wonder, and the practicalities of this mass
viewing proved to be enormous fun.

During the mid-morning break we
mooched about happily, spending money
in Helen Jordan’s pop up shop Thread of
Life and Christine’s Wool Shop, inspecting
some of the ‘Show and tell’ items and
picking up bargains from the ‘Yarn
Amnesty’. We also discovered the best
(free) hot chocolate ever. The remainder of
the morning was taken up with the AGM,
in which it is always relaxing to sit and
work one’s latest project while listening
to the annual news and business of the
Guild. Bromley branch leader, Gill Gardiner,
won the annual 200 Club draw of £50.
We heard a few facts and figures, one or
two concerns, and plenty of comments.

The first workshops began mid-afternoon.
I presided over a small group focused
on crocheting tubs, and spent a wholly
agreeable two hours passing on my own
passion. Down the corridor, Pauline Turner
was mixing media and, as it turned out,
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sport, as Tara Frost
managed to multitask
between inadvertently
crocheting in her
headphone cable and
watching the World

convention continued with a presentation
by Stitchtopia, who tempted us with
notions of knitting and crochet retreats,
and cruises to far-flung, fibre-filled
destinations. Marian Dye also did not
waste the opportunity to remind us of her
‘do it ourselves’ knitting cruise to Norway.

Cup. Other workshops included finishing
techniques with Debbie Abrahams, I-cord
and it’s use with Claire Griffel, Surprise
jacket ‘teddy’-sized with Judy Jones, garter
stitch squares with Marian Dye, Swedish
twined knitting with Rita Taylor and
Tunisian crochet with Kim Badcock.

Mid-morning we split into the second
round of breakout workshops. I very much
enjoyed attending Helen Jordan’s hairpin
crochet session, and I know of others
who were exhilarated by learning Irish
crochet with Wendy Irving, and delighted
to be able to pick up some new joining
techniques from Gillian Oliver. There were
also sessions on Estonian colourwork
with Rachel Lemon, Fair Isle knitting with
Elspeth May, filet crochet with Rebecca
Mosley, lace knitting using charts with
Katie Pearce, and ‘Sampling the Sampler’
with Emma Vining and Tricia Basham.

Irish Crochet Workshop
with Wendy Irving,
image by Susannah

Flushed with the pleasure of indulging our
favourite crafts and inspired by learning
something new, we found more energy
for the evening’s entertainment. A glass or
two of wine at dinner
went down well,
then followed by the
very popular ‘Show
and tell’ event, fun
Showing and Telling
and fascinating.
2018, image by Susannah
Mathews
Everyone had their
moment to shine,
with lots of comedy, drama and pathos
as stories unfolded. Later, after a rousing
40th birthday chorus and a piece of the
stupendous Ruby Anniversary cake, Francis
Mallon played and sang for us again and,
this time, some of us even danced! Relaxed
and contented, we laughed until late into
the evening.
On Sunday, once reassembled, the
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After a final delicious lunch, numbers
began to thin out as delegates headed
home. Meanwhile, some of us held out
for the feedback and suggestions session.
Some great new ideas were discussed on
developing ways in which members might
be able to engage more with the activities
of the Guild. And thoughts were shared on
how we might continue to build numbers
and ‘spread the love’ further afield.
Huge thanks and congratulations to the
KCG Board for pulling it all together and
tirelessly working throughout to make our
Ruby ‘Do’ one of the best ever.

